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 Safety Overview

 EH&S Annual Inspection

 Keep the Area Clear

 Self Inspection Guide

 How to Report a Problem

 Shower Code

What You Will Find on EH&S Website



 UW-Madison has over 2,200 emergency 
showers/eyewash stations

 EH&S/ Fire & Life Safety conducts an annual 
inspection and test of all showers and eyewash 
stations

 The inspection findings are logged into our Fire & 
Life database

 There is no fee or chargeback to the department 
for this service

 Plumbing related issues are submitted to the 
Plumbing Shop

Some Facts



 Laboratory eyewash stations should be checked 
weekly to ensure water flow and water quality are 
maintained

 Areas around showers and eyewashes must be clear 
of clutter

 Eyewash nozzles should be protected by plastic 
caps (protects from dust and chemicals)

 The presence of showers and eyewash stations are 
NOT a substitute for PPE (safety glasses goggles, 
gloves, etc.)

 Portable squeeze bottle are NOT acceptable as 
eyewash stations

Safety Overview



 Occupants of lab or adjacent room(s) should 
perform weekly testing of eyewashes in 
laboratories AND,

 Should perform weekly testing of eyewash 
stations in hallways and corridors

Laboratory Role & Responsibility



 When testing an 
eyewash station, 
water flow from 
each nozzle 
should be 
approximately six 
inches high and 
cross in the 
center

 Both streams of 
water should be 
equal

Water Flow Appearance at an 
Eyewash Station



Which Eyewash has Good Flow?



 The flows are equal 
and cross near the 
apex at the center 
of the eyewash

 The flows are tall 
enough that the 
user would not get 
their eyes too close 
to the nozzles

The Winner is…



 Track complaints or problems with eyewashes 
and showers

 Submit work orders for any repairs that may be 
needed

 Educate, educate and educate staff about the 
importance of maintaining eyewash stations and 
emergency showers

 Call EH&S Fire & Life Safety if you have 
questions

Facility Manager’s Role & Responsibility


