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Chronology

1715ca.
Based on trunk diameter and extrapolated annual ring counts, the tree started growing around this
date. It was impossible to make a precise annual ring count when the tree was cut because of extensive
wood decay at the base of the tree.

1855 ca.
Observatory Hill Office buildin@gurrent official university name) was constructed and occupied as a
private residence.

1861-65
Nearby Camp Randall occupied as a Civil War training ground.

1867 ca.
The university purchased the houseconjunction with land acquired for the experimental farm.

1867-78
House occupied by university presidents Chadbourne (/&§7Twombly (187173), and Bascom
(18741 y 0 ® b2G 1y26y 6KSYy (GKS GNBS ySIN (KS K2dza$s

18791959
House used by the Astronomy Department, including for a time use as the residence for the director of
the Washburn Observatory.

2013
Michael Yanny takes a cutting from the declining tree. Grafts scion to oak root stock to establish new
tree.

2015, Jan. 14
Tree removedy Wolfe Tree Servic&ections of the tree moved to WoodCycle, a local mill and
woodworking shop for sawing and kiln drying.

2018, Oct. 10
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Media references

1. Allison, R. EEvery Rootanmkhora l RA &2y s 2 LY 2
¢ NB S = ¢, 2005.FHe19824rst edition of this book was titled
Accessed:
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/forestmanagement/everyrootananchor/documents/EveryRootAnAnchor.pdf
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2. Allison, R. BIf Trees Couldalk. Madison, WI: Wisconsin Historical Society Press. 2009. Accessed:
https://shop.wisconsinhistory.org/productcart/pcHf reesCouldTalkp1013.htm

3. McMahon, Mega teschoolers get sappy for oldest tree campusé UW-Madison School of Human
Ecologyl8 Dec. 2014. Accessédtps://sohe.wisc.edu/preschoolerget-sappyoldesttree-uw-campus/

4. & o n n -old Buk ol tree on UMiMadisoncampus to be felled. AP/Sar Tribune/MinneapolisSt. Paul
19Dec. 2014. Accessedttp://www.startribune.com/300yearold-oaktree-at-uw-madisonto-be-
felled/286347711/

5. SimmonsPan.d! zal RAaz2y 211 GNBS 3INBG A yWiskondin Sat€ HENARZ Y 2
19 Dec2014 Accessedhttp://host.madison.com/news/local/uwmadisoroaktree-grew-into-a-
legendnow-will/article 903b0adb7afd-5b52-b6ac839615746032.html

6. Knutson,Kard [ a0 adl yR s2F { ¥K$E i NE3 DR SlgvilmhiBersilS YSY 6 SNB R ¢
Communication29 Jan. 2015. Accessduips://news.wisc.edu/laststandof-the-presidentsoak-a-
treeslife-remembered/
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7. Tyrrell, Kelly Apric t NBa A RSy (i Q4 -testedpati TS2NEYTY2 NP GHIASRUWNR Y G KS Ay
MadScienc@8 Jan. 2015. Accessétps://uwmadscience.news.wisc.edu/botany/presidertse-
follows-time-tested-pattern-rotted-from-the-inside/

8. . lyyes ahiOKI St o Iq2ameid2y@ssgBt Takehi 2007 SAccssed:

https://www.kb.jniplants.com/wisconsiimative-oaks/

9. Allison, BrucedThe Problem of HollowNB S & 2y | | f f BepgaSnikent Bovadtdmyt MdifE ¢
Ecology, UWMadison N.D.Unpublished reporpreparedin conjunction with studentsni KS a b S &
toolsfortNB S adlFoAftAde Fylrfearaég OflFaao

Thereportst YI NAT Sa NBadzZ (& 2cFasdess tieé MBIt and risks ffdilgiehiee & (0 dzR & ¢
Pres\ R S yak (Ife class used a variety of assessment toottlyzel KS G NBESQa O2FAKRPpGA2Y )
1D Microsecond Timer, PiCUS Sonic Tomography and an IMIS [rFd€i8tographThe final recommendation

was to keep the tree, but reduce the risk tmoving limbs (crown reduction) and adding a warning sign stating

the possible limb failure under high wind or ice and snow loading conditions.
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The report repeats théegendthat the tree was somehow involved in target practice by soldiers stationed at
Camp Randall during the Civil War. This story, while colorful, is not supported by any physical evidence noted
during the removal and subsequent milling of the tree (nddialor cannon balls were fouhdFurthermore,

the notion that soldierswere shooting at the tree during the period 18@B65 would need to account for

concerns that errant shots aimed at a tree located on a ridgetop might hiadigcent NS & 5 R&¢ (i Q
(constructed ca. 1855). The current official building name forthe formilS a A RSy i1 Q&4 K2dza S A a
Office Building. The current occupant is the La Follette School of Public Affairs.

Annotated photographs

Fig. 1: In thdoreground (midslope) is the Solar@a SN G2 NBE X Ay F2NX I f @ 2UzaBEE | 2
¢KS aiNHzOGdzNBE 61 & NBY2OSR OF® mpndpd ¢KS aAtK2dz2S3GaGS
chimney of the Watson Mystery House. The image is in the UW Archives collection (S05883) and was taken ca.
1878. Note the proximitytothe NS & A RSy G4 Qa | 2dza S RA NB Oliefowlding &Khe faR (1 K S
right is University Hall, later renamed Bascom Hall. The first (original) dome is visible.



University of Wisconsin-Madison Observatory i

Fig. 2: This image (Annie Sievers Schildhauer, ca-9383inthe Wiscosin Historical Society digital collection
(Image ID 67856https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM67856
The Presiderf2 aak is clearly visible on thight side of the image.



https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Image/IM67856

Fig. 3: This image was scanned from a private collectior\@IOR2Ann Waidlich). Date unknown, possibly
1940-1960.

Fig. 4: Thisiew (1982, Wolfgang Hoffmaim in the Wisconsin Historical Society digital collection (Image 1D
127867). The pito was used in the Allison bodkyery Root an Anchor.
https://www.wisconsinhistory.orgRecords/Image/IM127867



https://www.wisconsinhistory.orgrecords/Image/IM127867

UW-Madison’s
Famous and Historic Trees

The President’s Bur Oak
Oldest Campus Tree
(Tree 8 on Observatory Hill Walk)

Near the residence that once housed a succession of university presidents stands the
oldest tree on campus: the President’s Bur Oak. It is estimated to be 300 years old—
twice as old as the university. For well overa hundred years prior to Europe

ment, this tree was witness to the Native Americans who came to this ridge overlook-
ing Lake Mendora to gather at the nearby ceremonial effigy mounds.

Legend has it thac during the Civil War, soldiets stationed at Camp Randall used
the tree for gunnery practice. A resultant gaping hole wasn't repaired by a tree surgeon
until 1915, but it is hard w distinguish the damage now. Look up the massive trunk on
the west side of the tree and you will notice another wound bandaged with boards and
iron strapping. Little is known about this early atcempt at repair. As a further protec
tion for the beloved tree, E.B. Fred, professor and former president of the university
had it bolted together with long steel rods.

This fine old tree appeirs to be in good health and it may well live another
100 years.

Discovering the Autumn Purple White Ash
(Tree 43 on Observatory Hill Walk)

Fig.5Ly Mooy = | a

One autumn day while walking by the Human Ecology building (formerly Home
Economics), G. William Longenccker, a well-known professor of horticulture at
UW-Madison, noticed an unusual white ash tree. Instead of the yellow leaf color
typical for this species in the fall, this specimen bore spectacular orange to maroon
leaves: The tree had other valuable attributes: its leaves persisted well into the
autumn season, it was a seedless male, and it displayed an exceptional branching
structure, Longnecker propagated this unique tree and introduced it as a trade-
marked cultivar Autumn Purple’ in 1956.
“Today this cultivar is widely planed acr

he United States. The original

Autumn Purple White Ash was removed several yes

ago duc to structural weak-
nesses. A descendent of this original tree now grows nearby and is part of our walk.
Unfortunately there is no record of who planted the parent tree on campus or where
it came from.

So keep your eyes open; maybe someday you will notice a tree with unique
features that will be worthy of propagarion.
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tree was cut down, we encountered a three foot tall of column of concretewzetplaced in the tee to
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the tree had subsequently closed over theening. The trunk had continued to decay after the concrete was
installed so that after thetree was felled, all that remained on the stump was a perfect casting of the cavity
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Fig. 6By September 2014 the tree was in ses decline, due to drought stress, root disturbance and internal
decay. Major lateral limbs had been removéanageby D. Einstein)



Fig. 7Warningrope and flags were placed around the base of the tir€2014to discourage people from
standing dir® i f @ 06 Sy St (K (IniaffedDy O. Biks@iDa  AYoad



Fig. 8: @ Jan. 14, 20138utch Peschl, owner of Wolfe Tree Service, cut the tree dBaual Morrison of
WoodCycle then usedspecial 5foot chainsaw bar to section the trunkVoodCyclevas able to mill quarter
sawn lumber from the trunk(lmage by D. Einstein)



